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OLLI-RU Experience

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Rutgers University (OLLI-RU) is proud to be part of The Bernard
Osher Foundation’s nationwide network of outstanding centers providing continuing education to individuals
over 50, who are looking for an opportunity to expand their horizons, learn in an engaging environment, and
meet new friends. OLLI-RU offers noncredit education that is stimulating, friendly, and informal. There are no
tests and no grades! You will be part of a learning community that is full of diversity, insight, wisdom,
intellectual and cultural stimulation, and friendship.

MEMBERSHIP

To ensure we can continue to serve our community, like many sister OLLI's across the nation we have a
separate annual membership cost of $50. Once a year (starting before our spring session) our community
will renew their membership so they may take courses at the member rate and enjoy other benefits. Should
an individual opt-out of membership, we welcome your participation and we have an alternate course fee
structure to accommodate non-members.

» 2026 membership started with the spring registration in January but you can sign-up
any time.

ONLINE CLASS EXPERIENCE

Zoom links are emailed to registered students approximately 3 to 5 days before the first class. Please make
sure to check for the link at least 24 hours before your class. If it’s not in your inbox, make sure to check your
junk or spam file. If not there, email olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu.

Things still happen: At times technology can fail one or all of us. We do our best to help when we can, but
some things are beyond our control. The ability to connect to the class and the quality of the connection
depends on many factors and we will not be able to troubleshoot or solve every issue. OLLI-RU has no control
over issues with a student’s technology that may prevent them from logging in to a class.

IN-PERSON CLASS EXPERIENCE

We are pleased to continue holding in-person courses in New Brunswick. Parking is free for students.

N
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MEMBERSHIP

When: oLLI-rRU membership runs from Spring session to Winter session.

Pay it once a year to enjoy the benefits all year.

Memberships begin with spring session registration in January.

o Memberships can be purchased at any point of the year but are not pro-rated.

What: The once-a-year $50 membership fee provides the following:

Register for courses and other programming at the member rate. Non-members can still take
courses but it’s at an increased rate.

Longer withdrawal periods to receive a full refund. Members can get a full refund if they notify
OLLI-RU before the start of the 4th class meeting. Non-members only have until before the start of
the 2nd class.

Members can get refunds for one-day programs if notifying OLLI-RU staff in writing 48 hours
before the program takes place. Non-members are not provided refunds for one-day programs.

Local theater discounts. Discount codes are sent to members after membership purchase.

HOW: Go to our website olliru.rutgers.edu

= On our website, (olliru.rutgers.edu) click on “Register”
= You will see “OLLI-RU 2026 Membership” as a course listing. Proceed to
register for your membership just as you would sign up for a course.

Secure membership before registering for courses to receive membership rate.




~

Registration opens
—

REGISTRATION

How to Register Online

1. Go to OLLI-RU website- olliru.rutgers.edu and click the “Register” tab. Scroll down to see course

listings.
Click “Register” next to the chosen class
Scroll to the bottom right of that page and click “Register/Sign-in Now”

Follow directions through the rest of the process

a > w N

Receive two confirmation emails - one for registration and one for payment.

a. If you do not receive both emails, check your spam or junk folder. If they are not there,

please contact us at olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu or call 848-932-6554.

If you are unsure about online registration, contact us
and we will get you signed up.
Call 848-932-6554 or email
ollireqgistrations@docs.rutgers.edu

Scan this QR code to go directly to
the OLLI-RU website.
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POLICIES R

REFUND POLICY

e All refund requests must be made in writing via email to olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu
e Refunds are provided using the original form of payment and only to the individual who paid for the course.

MEMBERS

Courses 5 weeks and above: We must receive the request via email before the start of the fourth class.
Courses 2-4 weeks: We must receive the request via email before the start of the second class.

One-day programs: \We must receive the request via email at least 48 hours before the program takes place.

NON-MEMBERS
Courses 2 weeks and above: \We must receive the request via email before the start of the second class.
One-day programs: no refunds for one-day programs.

TRIPS: There are no refunds for trips for members or non-members. You may transfer your registration to
another person.

HOLIDAYS

OLLI-RU is a secular organization that is part of a public university. As such, we follow the University schedule
and do not close for any religious holiday. If you plan to miss a class due to observing a religious holiday, please
contact our office well in advance and we will gladly work with you and the instructor to ensure you stay abreast
of important content. Email olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu with your request.

RECORDINGS

OLLI-RU does notrecord online classes on a regular basis, but students may ask their instructor if they need a
specific class recorded for any reason. Please be aware, instructors may decline to record. The course material
presented is aninstructor’s intellectual property that they have developed over many hours. Some may want to
protect that material by not allowing a recording of their course to be disseminated. Please respectan
instructor’s decision.

MISSED CLASSES

Individual classes that are canceled for any reason by OLLI-RU or the instructor will be made up either by adding
additional time to each remaining class or by extending the class by an additional meeting.

CANCELED COURSES

Students registered for a course that gets canceled will be notified approximately one week before the class is
scheduled to start. You can transfer to an alternate open class or receive a refund.
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CODE OF CONDUCT

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Rutgers University endeavors to create a positive and affirming
environment that fosters learning and social connection. As members of the broader Rutgers community,
individuals are subject to Rutgers University’s Student Code of Conduct and other policies that prohibit
discrimination, sexual harassment, disruptive behavior, and other disrespectful or inappropriate conduct.
Additionally, OLLI-RU is a department of the Division of Lifelong Learning and Innovation, and we embrace the
core values adopted by the Division: Integrity, People, Excellence, DEIA, Consideration, Service, and Lifelong
Learning. Individuals are expected to demonstrate mutual respect, personal and academic integrity, kindness,
and a commitment to civil discourse. Ensuring OLLI-RU is a welcoming, inclusive and affirming learning
community is a responsibility we all share.

These principles apply to all OLLI courses, in-person and via Zoom.

We welcome the lively and passionate exchange of ideas and perspectives. Opposing viewpoints are welcomed
and appreciated. Instructors are responsible for leading and moderating classroom discussion to allow for
diverse perspectives while maintaining an inclusive atmosphere.

Members and instructors are encouraged to contact an OLLI-RU staff person with concerns regarding violations
of our code of conduct (olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu). Violations may result in suspension/termination of
membership, volunteer, or teaching privileges as well as other conditions as determined by OLLI-RU staff and
Code of Conduct committee.

Code of Conduct Procedure

Upon receiving a concern in writing regarding violation of our code of conduct, the staff will convene a meeting of
the Code of Conduct committee and the complainant to further discuss the matter. The committee may ask for
additional information (witnesses, clarifying statements, history, etc.) to help make an informed decision.
Information will be collected and shared with the committee and staff. A final decision regarding outcomes will
be sent to the complainant and any related parties.
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WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE: In-Person Fall 2026

MONDAY

IN-PERSON in NEW BRUNSWICK

THURSDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY

The U.S. in the
19t Century:
From Fledgling Republic
to Economic Colossus

Ed Malberg
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14 — 11/23 (10 weeks)
*no class on 9/21
HYBRID

Creating Garden-
Inspired Mosaics
Ann Ludwig
10:30 am — 12:30 pm
Sept. 22

Lincoln at Gettysburg
Jeffrey Ullman
10:30 am — 11:30 am
9/9 — 10/7 (5 weeks)

The Great Movie
Detectives of the
1930s and 1940s
Jerry Wichinsky
10 am —12:30 pm
9/10 — 11/12 (10 weeks)

Acrylic Art
Komal Mehra
10:30 am - 12 pm

9/11 — 11/13 (10 weeks)

Dames to Die For: The
Femme Fatales of Noir
Jane Lasky-MacPherson

The Fifties: An
Underground History

Monsters and the
Supernatural in
Literature

Laughter, Leaks and
Left Ventricles:
The Curious Case of

The

Art of Forest Bathing

(Shinrin-yoku)

1pm—3pm Brooks Smith George Schroepfer the Human Heart Monica Shah
9/14 — 11/9 (8 weeks) 10:30 am — 12 pm 10:30 am -12 pm Barbara Bogner 10 am — 12 pm
*no class on 10/12 9/8 — 10/20 (7 weeks) 9/9 — 11/18 (10 weeks) 10:30 am — 12 pm October 2
*no class on 10/21 9/17 — 10/15 (5 weeks) (site in Middlesex Cty)
The

The Amazing World of
Quantum Mechanics
and Computing
Stephen Schnetzer
1 pm-—2:30 pm
9/14 — 11/16 (10 weeks)

The Ins and Outs
of Congress
Ross Baker
10:30 am — 11:30 am
9/8 — 9/15 (2 weeks)

QOil Pastel and
Colored Pencil Art
Komal Mehra
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/9 — 11/18 (10 weeks)
*no class on 10/21

Looking for
Miss Crabtree
Kevin Buck
10:30 am — 11:30 am
Oct. 22

Explosives Industry

in New Jersey:

Powder Towns to World

War |
Andrea Dragon
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/18 -10/16 (5 weeks)

The OLLI-RU Players
Susan Speidel
10:30 am — 12:30 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Energy Through
the Ages:
From Fire to Fusion
Brian Berenbach
1pm-2pm
9/9 — 9/30 (4 weeks)

Nelson and Napoleon:
The Admiral Who Broke
Napoleon’s Dream of
World Domination
Rob Herber
10:30 am — 12 pm
Nov. 5
HYBRID

Power and
Persuasion:
Leaders Who
Shaped History
Charlie Smith
10:30 am — 11:30 am
9/8 — 9/29 (4 weeks)

Five Short Stories:
There's More Poe to Go
Maureen McVeigh-Berzok

1 pm—2:30 pm

9/9 — 10/7 (5 weeks)

Watercolor Art
Komal Mehra
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/10 — 11/12 (10 weeks)

Acting and Improv
for Everyone
Susan Speidel

1pm-3pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

World War |
Steve Yacik
1 pm—2:30 pm
10/14 — 11/18 (5 weeks)
*no class on 10/21
HYBRID

The Art and History of
Meaningful
Conversations &
Irresistible
Storytelling
Annette DeCicco
1 pm—-2:30 pm
9/10 — 9/17 (2 weeks)

Five Short Stories:
Horror in the
Heartland by Shirley
Jackson
Maureen McVeigh-Berzok
1:00 pm — 2:30 pm
9/8 — 10/6 (5 weeks)

Masterworks of

World Cinema

Keki Dadachanji
1:00 pm — 3:30 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Exploring Season 2 of
Rod Serling’s
Night Gallery
Larry Stanley
1 pm—-2:30 pm

9/10-10/8 (5 weeks)

Short Films:
Selected Gems
Deepak Hegde
1 pm—-2:30 pm
9/10 — 11/12 (10 weeks)

Join the Parade!

Behind the Scenes of

Flying a Giant

Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade Balloon

Ken Drake
10:30 am — 12 pm
Nov. 6




WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE: Online Fall 2026

MONDAY

The Craft of
Story Writing
Shelley Reich
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14-11/9 (8 weeks)
*no class on 9/21

ONLINE - First Half of Session

TUESDAY

Drawing Workshop
Jeff Cohen
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

WEDNESDAY

Charles Dickens and
his novel Great
Expectations
Vandana Walia
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/9 — 11/11 (10 weeks)

THURSDAY

n Agatha Christie's
Miss Marple:
An Exemplary Sleuth
Hugo Walter
10:30 am — 12 pm
Sept. 17

FRIDAY

Hot Topics-

A Moderated
Discussion on Public
Policy and Politics
Jeffrey Davis
10:30 am - 12 pm
9/25 — 11/6 (6 weeks)
*no class 10/16

Learning the
Art of Collage
Jeff Cohen
9/14 — 11/16 (10 weeks)
10:30 am — 12 pm

Fall Poetry Workshop
Maxine Susman
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 10/27 (8 weeks)

Contemporary Moral
Issues |
Alison Brown
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/9 — 11/11 (10 weeks)

Constantine the Great:
Was He the Greatest
Roman Emperor?
Barbara Griffin
10:30 am — 11:30 am
9/10 — 9/17 (2 weeks)

The Truth About
Film Noir
Sally Bauer Cohen
10 am — 12 pm
9/18 — 10/30 (7 weeks)

The U.S. in the
19t Century:
From Fledgling Republic to
Economic Colossus
Ed Malberg
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14 — 11/23 (10 weeks)
*no class on 9/21

HYBRID

New York City History
Part 1: 1621-1776
Bruce Tucker
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 10/6 (5 weeks)

Naval Battles that
Impacted World History
Bruce Tucker
1 pm—2:30 pm
9/9 — 10/7 (5 weeks)

Stars and History of the
Movie Musical
Part 3
Sam and Candy
Caponegro
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/10 — 10/8 (5 weeks)

FamilySearch.org for
Genealogists: A Free
Genealogy Powerhouse
Carla Zimowsk
1 pm-—2:30 pm
9/14 — 9/28 (3 weeks)

A Reading of
Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet
Janet Smuga
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Sharp Pens, Strong
Voices: Six
Singer-Songwriters
Paul Howe
1pm-3pm
9/9 — 10/14 (6 weeks)

Understanding the
U.S. Constitution
Lou Ruprecht
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/10 - 11/12 (10 weeks)

Painting Studio
Jeff Cohen
1 pm—2:30 pm
9/14 — 11/16 (10 weeks)

Art Through the Ages
Part 2
Jeff Cohen
1 pm - 2:30 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Intro to Memoir Writing
Deborah Greenhut
3 pm-5pm
Sept. 30

Yoga Sitras of Patanjali
- Semester 2
Keki Dadachaniji
3 pm —4:30 pm
9/10 — 11/12 (10 weeks)

Joseph Campbell’s
Mythos II: The Shaping of
the Eastern Tradition
Charles Pearlman
3 pm—4:30 pm
9/14 — 10/19 (5 weeks)
*no class 9/21

Films from Six
Countries on Four
Continents
Roz and Steve Shaw
1 pm - 2:30 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Medications in the Age of
Al: Safer Use, Smarter
Decisions?

Donna Lisi
3pm-5pm
9/28 — 10/5 (2 weeks)

Finding the Theme
of Your Memoir
Deborah Greenhut
1 pm - 2:30 pm

9/29 — 10/27 (5 weeks)




MONDAY

The Craft of
Story Writing
Shelley Reich
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14-11/9 (8 weeks)
*no class on 9/21

ONLINE - Second Half of Session

TUESDAY

A Brief History of
American Railroads
and Their Impact on

Toy Trains
Bruce Tucker

10:30 am — 12 pm

10/13 — 11/3 (4 weeks)

WEDNESDAY

Charles Dickens
and his novel
Great Expectations
Vandana Walia
10:30 am - 12 pm
9/9 — 11/11 (10 weeks)

THURSDAY

Nelson and Napoleon:

The Admiral Who Broke

Napoleon’s Dream of World
n Domination
Rob Herber

10:30 am — 12 pm

Nov. 5 - HYBRID

FRIDAY

Christmas Music
Through the Ages
Paul Howe
10 am — 12 pm
11/6 — 11/13 (2 weeks)

Learning the
Art of Collage
Jeff Cohen
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14 — 11/16 (10 weeks)

Drawing Workshop
Jeff Cohen
10:30 am - 12 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

Contemporary Moral
Issues |
Alison Brown
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/9 — 11/11 (10 weeks)

Understanding the U.S.
Constitution
Lou Ruprecht
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/10 - 11/12 (10 weeks)

Hot Topics-

A Moderated
Discussion on Public
Policy and Politics
Jeffrey Davis
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/25 — 11/6 (6 weeks)
*no class 10/16

The U.S. in the
19t Century:
From Fledgling Republic to
Economic Colossus
Ed Malberg
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/14 — 11/23 (10 weeks)
*no class on 9/21
HYBRID

Fall Poetry Workshop
Maxine Susman
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 10/27 (8 weeks)

Haunted Jukebox:
A Crash Course in
Halloween Music
Paul Howe
10:30 am - 12 pm
10/21- 10/28 (2 weeks)

Everything is
Tuberculosis:

A Deeper Dive into the
Science, Medicine, &
Places TB Shaped
Jeanie Menz
1 pm-—2:30 pm
10/8 — 11/5 (5 weeks)

The Truth About
Film Noir
Sally Bauer Cohen
10 am — 12 pm
9/18 — 10/30 (7 weeks)

The Courts, the Law and
the Administration
Part 3
Lou Ruprecht
1 pm-—2:30 pm
10/12 — 11/9 (5 weeks)

A Reading of
Shakespeare’s
Romeo and Juliet
Janet Smuga
10:30 am — 12 pm
9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

The Fractured Family:
Estrangement in
Literary Short Fiction
Mary Ann McGuigan
1 pm—2:30 pm
10/14 — 11/11 (5 weeks)

Yoga Sitras of Patanjali
- Semester 2
Keki Dadachaniji
3 pm —4:30 pm
9/10 — 11/12 (10 weeks)

Ireland’s
n Cultural Revival

Art Thru the Ages Pt 2

NYC History
Part 2: 1783-1900

Maureen D. Brady 1 Jef Cghen Bruce Tucker
; pm —2:30 pm .
1 pm—2:30 pm 9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks) 1 pm —2:30 pm
Oct. 12 10/14 — 11/11 (5 weeks)
Films from Six World War |
Painting Studio Countries on Four Steve Yacik
Jeff Cohen Continents 1 pm - 2:30 pm
1 pm - 2:30 pm Roz and Steve Shaw 10/14 — 11/18 (5 weeks)
9/14 — 11/16 (10 weeks) 1 pm - 2:30 pm *no class on 10/21

9/8 — 11/10 (10 weeks)

HYBRID

Spooky Stories by
Irish Writers
Maureen D. Brady
1 pm—2:30 pm
10/26 — 11/9 (3 weeks)

Jazz Giants and
Rising Stars
Sanford Josephson
1 pm - 2:30 pm
10/13 — 11/10 (5 weeks)

Using the Card Catalog on
Ancestry.com
Carla Zimowsk
1 pm—2:30 pm
10/5 - 10/19 (3 weeks)

Cognitive Biases:
How We Make Errors of
Judgment in Daily Lives
Jamie Mullen
3 pm—4:30 pm
10/13 — 11/10 (5 weeks)

Joseph Campbell’s
Mythos II: The Shaping of
the Eastern Tradition
Charles Pearlman
3 pm—4:30 pm
9/14 — 10/19 (5 weeks)
*no class 9/21

Means the
course starts
in October
or later
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OLLI-RU Community News

Gerald “Gerry” M. Pomper

It is with very heavy hearts that we say goodbye to Gerald
“Gerry” M. Pomper, a long-time OLLI-RU instructor, student,
champion, and friend.

Gerry was a part of the OLLI-RU community for nearly 20
years as astudentand 15 of those years he was an instructor.
His courses on politics were always filled with students
eager to hear his thoughtful analysis of the latest election
and of our American political system. He had a rare gift for
being able to make politics understandable, meaningful, and
human.

In addition to a devotion to his family, Gerry’s life has been dedicated to education. A graduate of
Columbia University, he earned his PhD from Princeton University and came to Rutgers University in
the 1960s where he became a beloved Board of Governors Professor at the Eagleton Institute of
Politics. Over the course of his remarkable career, he taught and mentored generations of
undergraduate and graduate students, authored or co-authored 22 books, and was recognized with
lifetime achievement award from the American Political Science Association. Political historian
Allan Lichtman dubbed Gerry “Dean of American Political Science.”

For Gerry, teachingwas never just a profession. [twas a calling. He believed deeplyin the importance
of education, civic understanding, and thoughtful discussion. He also believed in honoring and
encouraging good teaching, which led him to establish the Marlene M. Pomper Award for Teaching
Excellence in memory of his first wife, Marlene, to recognize outstanding OLLI-RU instructors.

Gerry was not only a teacher, but also an avid and joyful learner. He especially enjoyed taking
literature courses at OLLI-RU, and it was in one of those classes that he met his beloved second
wife, Sandy Bergelson. Their relationship was a beautiful reminder of what lifelong learning can bring
into our lives: knowledge, connection, community, and love.

Gerry leaves behind an extraordinary legacy as a scholar, teacher, mentor, colleague, and friend. At
OLLI-RU, he will be deeply missed. We will remember him not only for his brilliance, but for his
humor, generosity, curiosity, and deep belief in the power of learning at every stage of life.

Our hearts go out to Sandy and all of Gerry’s family. Gerry was truly devoted to Sandy, his children
and grandchildren. The closeness they shared was an inspiration to behold.

11



ONE-DAY CLASSES

12

Agatha Christie's Miss Marple: An Exemplary Sleuth

Thursday, Sept. 17 Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Jane Marple is one of the most famous and mostimportant investigators in the world of Agatha Christie's
detective fiction. In this one-day course Hugo Walter, author of a 2025 book about Agatha Christie and other
authors of detective fiction called Emissaries of Justice: Courageous Searchers for Missing Persons, will discuss
the significance of Miss Marple as an exemplary sleuth who is devoted to searching honestly and carefully for
the truth in every case. (course code RD1) Instructor: Hugo Walter

Creating Garden-Inspired Mosaics

Tuesday, Sept. 22 Location: In-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Create a garden-inspired mosaic moatif in this beginner-friendly session. You will learn the fundamentals of
mosaic layout, spacing, and design placement as you work with a palette of glass tiles. You will design and
assemble your project during class and receive simple instructions to easily complete the final grouting process
athome. No prior art experience is required. All materials are provided. (course code NBD2)

Instructor: Ann Ludwig

Introduction to Memoir Writing

Wednesday, Sept. 30 Location: Online
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

This class is ideal for anyone curious about memoir writing and wondering whether writing about life
experiences is something you would like to pursue. The single-session workshop will introduce the genre of
memoir writing and, with the use of two writing prompts, will help you begin to think about a focus for your
personal narrative. (course code RD3)

Instructor: Deborah Greenhut



The Art of Forest Bathing (Shinrin-yoku)

Friday, Oct. 2 Location: TBD - outdoors in Middlesex County
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Forest bathing is the ancient practice ofimmersing yourself in nature to nurture deep well-being. This restorative
remedy offers remarkable benefits: lower blood pressure and cortisol, improved mood and sleep, and even
enhanced immunity. Join us for a meditative journey into the woods, where we'll walk slowly and mindfully
(under 1 mile round trip) with ample time to pause, rest, and reflect. Through journaling, art, poetry, and gentle
rituals, you'll reconnect with nature's beauty and wonder in ways that awaken the senses and quiet the mind.
Bring: a notebook/journal and pen (art supplies like colored pencils or watercolors are welcome but optional).
Wear: comfortable clothing you don't mind getting a bit earthy (long sleeves and sneakers recommended), or
blanket for sitting. (course code NBD4) Instructor: Monica Shah

Ireland’s Cultural Revival

Monday, Oct. 12 Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Atthe end of the 19th century, Ireland was still a British colony and the Irish people were surrounded by English

influences in their daily life. The result was a loss of a distinctive “Irish” identity. Concerned with the status quo, a

grass-roots movementwas initiated by the poet W. B. Yeats and others to revitalize Irish culture, language,

literature, theater, music, dance and sports. Aresulting cultural reawakening invigorated the soul of the Irish

people, fueled the spirit of nationalism, and profoundly changed the course of Irish history. (course code RD5)
Instructor: Maureen D. Brady

Looking for Miss Crabtree

Thursday, Oct. 22 Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Do you have fond memories of watching Darla and Alfalfa of the Little Rascals? Did Granny on the Beverly
Hillbillies make you laugh out loud? Did you ever expel a beverage through your nose laughing at the Three
Stooges? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this presentation is foryou. There are many
characters from yesteryear that have made indelible marks on the psyche of baby boomers and later
generations. This class is based on a book, Looking for Miss Crabtree: And Other Confessions of a Gravehunter,
which pays tribute to those actors whose roles have been ingrained into our culture by revealing their lives, their
deaths and their final resting place. Follow along as the celebrity curtain is pulled back to reveal real people that
are very much like you and me. Love, laugh and shed a few tears of happiness with some wonderful memories.

Extra! - It being the season of the witch, a special Halloween tribute is included. Love those classic Universal

monsters? Then this is a must-see opportunity for you! (course code NBDS6)
Instructor: Kevin Buck
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Nelson and Napoleon:
The Admiral Who Broke Napoleon’s Dream of World Domination

Thursday, November 5 Location: Hybrid: join in-person or online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

Lord Admiral Horatio Nelson is a dominant figure who helped shape the world we live in. The lasting impact of
his actions go beyond collapsing Napoleon’s naval power (Battle of Trafalgar - 1805). Nelson’s navy created the
stability for the British Empire to thrive via Pax Britannica. Today’s world is based on those same ideals of global
integration of trade, protected sea lanes, and international norms. We’ll look at Nelson’s career - how he was
adored by common sailors and beloved by a nation, his reinvention of haval norms and tactics, and the link
between Pax Britannica and British imperialism. This class will have you view the “tide of history” in new ways.
(course code HYD7) Instructor: Rob Herber

Join the Parade!
Behind the Scenes of Flying a Giant
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade Balloon
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Friday, Nov. 6 Location: In-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $15 / Non-Member: $23

2026 is the 100th anniversary of the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade in NYC
- so gather around, listen to a seasoned pilot describe an account of whatitis
like to participate as a volunteer in the Flight Management program. Course will
include a firsthand perspective of piloting a helium character balloon, such as
Snoopy, with supporting photographic and video material. We will explore the
different roles volunteers have, what it is like to be a participant in the parade,
the mechanics of flying a balloon, as well as some personal anecdotes from 20
years of parade experience. (course code NBDS8)

Instructor: Ken Drake



MULTI-WEEK CLASSES
MONDAY 'Mornine

The Craft of Story Writing

Mondays*, Sept. 14 — Nov. 9 (8 wks;*no class 9/21) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $80 / Non-Member: $120

Everyone has a story to tell. This course covers the elements of effective writing, including techniques for
creating a compelling narrative students can share with others --or simply for their own enrichment. Each week
an excerpt from a humorous or memorable short story or nonfiction essay is featured followed by an in-class
themed writing exercise. Students are guided in the art of crafting a story that engages audiences and makes the
storyteller feel heard and connected. Participants are given the opportunity to share their writing with the class in
a supportive, nonjudgmental discussion. Sharing is voluntary and this is not a writing critique group. (course code

RM9)
Instructor: Shelley Reich

Meet new instructor Shelley Reich

Shelley Reich has been teaching memoir writing at Bergen Community College’s Institute for Learning in
Retirement (ILR) for several years. A published nonfiction and fiction writer, her professional work
includes over 25 years of health and wellness writing. In her capacity as a writer, she has coached
numerous individuals and groups on effective writing techniques and presentation skills. She has also led
reminiscence groups with retired older adults.

Learning the Art of Collage

Mondays, Sept. 14 — Nov. 16 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Collage is an art form that dates back hundreds of years, reappearing in the works of Picasso and Braque. In this
course you need not know how to draw or paint. Now you can express yourself by pasting magazine fragments
and newspaper clippings, ribbons, colored paper, photographs, found objects and more, into works of art that
can be a thing of beauty, a reflection of your viewpoint, or even a humorous or satirical take on a particular
subiject. (course code RT10)
Supplies: 9" x 12" pad of drawing paper, bottle of Elmer's white glue, pair of scissors, 3 assorted magazines.

Instructor: Jeff Cohen
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The United States in the 19" Century:
From Fledgling Republic to Economic Colossus

Mondays*, Sept. 14—Nov. 23 (10 wks;*no class 9/21) Location: Hybrid: join in-person or online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Americans in the first half of the 19th Century often described liberty as the defining quality of their nation, along with
ever expanding economic opportunity, physical mobility and vibrant political democracy. But America's freedom and
expansion continued to be shaped by the presence of slavery, and then by the warfare spawned by that practice. The
CivilWar, and the Reconstruction that followed, heralded profound changes in American society. Those changes
enabled the United States to play an increasingly dominant position in the economic world and forced it to deal with
significant social concerns. In this course, we'll look at the major elements of this pageant: The Market Revolution &
2nd War of Independence; The Growth of Democracy & the Age of Jackson; Manifest Destiny and Social Reform; The
Peculiar Institution; Prologue to War; The Civil War; Reconstruction and Reunion; America's Industrial Expansion; The
Revolts of the Farmers and Labor; and Redrawing the Boundaries of American Freedom at Home and Abroad. (course
code HYT11) Instructor: Ed Malberg

MONDAY [Early Afternoon

The Amazing World of Quantum Mechanics and Computing

Mondays, Sept. 14 — Nov. 16 (10 weeks) Location: In-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Quantum mechanics is one of the mostimportantideas in modern physics, but it is also one of the strangest. It
explains how nature behaves at the smallest scales, where particles can act in ways that challenge everyday
common sense. Although the theory may seem surprising, it has been confirmed again and again by experiment and
is the foundation for much of modern physics and technology. In this course, we will discuss the history of quantum
mechanics and the problems that it was developed to solve. We will use the most simple quantum system, a set of
qubits (that will be explained), to discuss the mysteries of quantum mechanics. Building on what we’ve learned we
will turn to quantum computing, a rapidly developing technology that uses qubits instead of ordinary computer bits.
This technology may one day solve certain problems in a few seconds that would take more than the lifetime of the
universe for even the most powerful conventional computers to solve.
The discussion will be at an accessible level to the non-scientist and use of mathematics willbe keptto a
minimum. Students with a familiarity of simple high school mathematics, arithmetic and algebra, should be well
prepared. Copies of class notes and presentation slides will be provided. (course code NBT12)
Instructor: Stephen Schnetzer
Sounds intimidating? Stephen can break it down!
Here is some feedback from his course on The Universe:

¢ “The instructor conducted this class like a work of fine art - - Preparation was superior...Tailoring the materials
to an audience with heterogeneous backgrounds - Inventing new ways to convey complex topics without
calculus - Answering in-class abstract queries with deft, caution, and specificity - Keeping the topic "magic" no
matter the nuance of the knowledge that he was conveying - WELL DONE!”

o ‘I was very intimidated in the first few weeks, but I'm very glad | stuck with it. | learned a lot, and now have an
appreciation for physics and cosmology, that | didn’t have prior to this class. What a gift!”



The Courts, the Law and the Administration Part 3

Mondays, Oct. 12 — Nov. 9 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

This course will continue the subject matter discussed during prior courses on this topic; namely, the
unprecedented litigation involving extraordinary actions taken by the Trump administration. Since thisis a
continually unfolding story, we do not know which matters will be mostimportant when we gather. Suffice it to
say, there will be no shortage of material. It is not essential that you participated in either Parts 1 or 2to
appreciate the subjects we will be considering. (course code RV13)

Instructor: Lou Ruprecht

Dames to Die For: The Femme Fatales of Noir

Mondays*, Sept. 14 — Nov. 9 (8 wks-*no class 10/12)Location: In-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Member: $80 / Non-Member: $120

The femme fatale, the beautiful, erotic, duplicitous, dangerous female in post-World War Il noir, gave actresses
the gift of playing some of the mosticonic and compelling characters in cinema history. For film historians, the
rise of the 1940’s noir femme fatale was largely driven by male post-WWII anxiety about changing gender roles
and fear that the women who had been emancipated while they were gone, entering the workforce in high
numbers, would not return to their traditional roles as happy homemakers. However, the archetype for the
seductive spider woman, who would cause the downfall of the male who became entangled in her web, had
been around since the silent era “vamps” of the 1920’s and the French poetic-realism females of the 1930’s. Sit
back and get ready to watch these fabulous deadly dames in action in a sampling of films from noir’s Golden
Age. (course code NBM14)

Instructor: Jane Lasky-MacPherson

FamilySearch.org for Genealogists: A Free Genealogy Powerhouse

Mondays, Sept. 14 — Sept. 28 (3 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $35 / Non-Member: $53

You probably know Ancestry.com—but are you making full use of FamilySearch.org? This free genealogy
website is often overlooked, yet it offers billions of historical records (including some not available on Ancestry),
a powerful catalog, a collaborative family tree, a rich research wiki, and newer tools like Full-Text Search that can
help uncover records you might otherwise miss.
Inthis course, you’ll learn how to use FamilySearch alongside Ancestry to strengthen your online research. We’ll
cover effective strategies for searching FamilySearch’s historical record collections and catalog, using the
FamilySearch Wiki to better understand the time and place of your research, and recognizing when
FamilySearch can point you to additional records and repositories beyond its own site. Whether you’re just
getting started or looking to sharpen your skills, this course will help you make FamilySearch a more powerful
part of your genealogy workflow. (course code RM15)

Instructor: Carla Zimowsk
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Painting Studio

Mondays, Sept. 14 — Nov. 16 (10 weeks)  Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This course will focus on how to paint. You decide the medium you would like to paint in-- watercolor, acrylics, or oils.
Come to the first class with a subject you are interested in tackling -- a copy of an artist’s work, a photo, or something
from life, and be ready to get started. There will be homework and direct, pointed feedback designed to help you
improve your skills. (course code RT16)
Supplies needed for watercolor: #1, #4, #8 round watercolor brushes (camel, sable hair, or synthetic), Yarka watercolor
set (12 color, pan, not tube), Strathmore 9”x12” cold press watercolor pad or Bienfang 9”x12” watercolor pad of ph neutral
paper, 2B pencil with eraser.
Supplies needed for acrylics: Liquitex six pack basics (feel free to bring any additional colors you may own), acrylic
synthetic round brushes (#2, #5, #8), 9”x12” pad of canvas paper, plastic or china plate to use as palette, small cup for
water, 2B pencil and eraser.
Supplies needed for oils: Starter oil set (containing primary colors and black and white —feel free to bring any additional
colors you may own), synthetic round brushes (#2, #5, #8), 9”x12” pad of canvas paper, palette or plastic plate to use as
palette, small amount of turpentine in small jar (odorless, if possible), 2B pencil and eraser.

Instructor: Jeff Cohen

Spooky Stories by Irish Writers

Mondays, Oct. 26 — Nov. 9 (3 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $35 / Non-Member: $53

The supernatural has always been central to the Irish tradition of storytelling. Otherworldly themes materialize in
the works of Anglo-Irish writers like Lord Dunsany, Rosa Mulholland, and Sheridan Le Fanu, whose work seta
solid foundation for future generations. In this 3-session course, read and discuss spine-tingling tales of
poltergeists, haunted castles, supernatural experiences and ancient curses. Perfect for readers who enjoy a
touch of the uncanny and want to uncover Ireland’s spooky literary legacy. Stories will be emailed to you each
week. (course code RM17)

Instructor: Maureen D. Brady

Using the Card Catalog on Ancestry.com

Mondays, Oct. 5 — Oct. 19 (3 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $35 / Non-Member: $53

Unlock the full potential of Ancestry.com® in this hands-on, three-week course designed for both beginners and
intermediate genealogists. Through guided instruction and practical exercises, you'll develop essential skills to
navigate its vast collection of historical records efficiently using the Card Catalog. Explore crucial records
including census data, military documents, and immigration files while learning techniques for downloading
and managing your findings. Discover the differences between Ancestry.com® and AncestryLibrary®, plus gain
valuable insights into complementary resources like FamilySearch Wiki. By the end of this course, you'llhave a
solid foundation in navigating Ancestry’s extensive database collections and developing effective research and
searching strategies. (course code RM18) Instructor: Carla Zimowsk



MONDAY [Late Afternoon

Joseph Campbell’s Mythos Il: The Shaping of the Eastern Tradition

Mondays*, Sept. 14- Oct. 19 (5 wks-*no class 9/21) Location: Online
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Joseph Campbell’s Mythos II: The Shaping of the Eastern Tradition explores how Eastern cultures relate to the
"One Great Story" of humanity through ancient symbols and philosophies. Campbell analyzes how these
traditions view consciousness, transcendence, and the journey toward enlightenment. The series focuses on
the spiritual and mythic traditions of Asia, specifically examining Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism, and
Jainism. The topics covered include:

¢ The Inward Path: Discusses the universal elementary ideas shared by all mythologies and introduces Asian
religions.

¢ The Enlightened One: Focuses on the life and teachings of the Buddha and the evolution of Buddhism.

¢ Our Eternal Selves: Explores the concepts of the eternal self and consciousness within Hinduism.

* The Way to Illumination: Covers the practice of Yoga, the seven chakras, and the path to spiritual awakening.
¢ The Experience of God: Examines Tibetan Buddhism and the spiritual significance of the moment of death.

In each class, we'll watch a Joseph Campbell lecture, about 50-55 minutes, followed by a discussion of its
meaning and relevance to our lives. | hope you'll join me on the journey. (course code RV19)
Instructor: Charles Pearlman

Medications in the Age of Al: Safer Use, Smarter Decisions?

Mondays, Sept. 28 — Oct. 5 (2 weeks) Location: Online
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

Artificial intelligence is reshaping how medications are prescribed, monitored, and managed—especially for
older adults. This course explores how Al can improve medication safety while also introducing new risks.
Participants will learn how to evaluate Al-driven health advice, avoid dangerous errors, and work with healthcare
professionals to make informed, personalized decisions. (course code RM20)

Instructor: Donna Lisi
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TUESDAY ‘Mornine

A Brief History of American Railroads and Their Impact on Toy Trains

Tuesdays, Oct.13 — Nov. 3 (4 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $40 / Non-Member: $60

By the early 1830s, steam power and railroads were changing the world. Later, the introduction of electric power
for lighting and a myriad of electrically powered devices inspired entrepreneurs to create a new kind of toy: the
electric train, modeled after the steam locomotive. Lionel was among the first companies to introduce electric
toy trains in 1900. Today, 125 years later, Lionel still produces toy trains for a new generation of children and for
adults who grew up with them. Many of today’s models are based on modern computer-controlled
locomotives. In this class, you will learn about the history of real railroads, the toy trains they inspired, and why

they continue to appeal to enthusiasts today. (course code RM21)
Instructor: Bruce Tucker

Drawing Workshop
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Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Remember, the more you draw, the better you will get at it. Now you can experiment with different drawing
materials as well as various subject matter. You will try your hand at graphite pencils, charcoal, pen and ink, tea
staining. We will draw the human figure, portraits, landscapes, still life studies and more. Come draw with me.
There will be homework and direct, pointed feedback designed to help you improve your skills.

Supplies needed: F Faber/Castell graphite pencil, 3B Faber/Castell graphite pencil, 7B Faber/Castell graphite
pencil, General charcoal pencil (soft), a ball point pen (black ink), pink beveled eraser, 11”x14” 50 lb. stock Bienfang

or Strathmore sketch pad. (course code RT22)
Instructor: Jeff Cohen

Fall Poetry Workshop

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Oct. 27 (8 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $80 / Non-Member: $120

In this creative workshop class we will write poems on a broad range of subjects, from personal to social, what's
on our minds and in our hearts. We will read poems by past and contemporary poets, all of whom come at
poem-making in different ways. This will lead us to lively discussions about meaning, voice, craft techniques,
and creative choices. A prompt will be given each week for a new poem, stemming from our work in class.

Everyone will have a chance to share their work and to participate in non-competitive, supportive critique.
(course code RM23)
Instructor: Maxine Susman



The Fifties: An Underground History

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Oct. 20 (7 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $70 / Non-Member: $105

In this class on the Underground History of the turbulent fifties we begin with an overview and then move to Alan
Ginsburg, the beat poets and the struggles of the homosexual community. We will discuss the feminist
movement including Marilyn and Peyton Place. TV came into most homes and so did / Love Lucy and the quiz
show scandals. Elvis and James Dean and Marlon Brando. Besides Billy Graham our discussion of religion will
bring us to Thomas Merton and Bishop Sheen. The civil rights movement gained momentum and ML King

became a national leader. One resource will be The Fifties: An Underground History by James Gaines. (course code
RM24)

Instructor: Brooks Smith

The Ins and Outs of Congress

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Sept. 15 (2 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

This two-session course offers a fascinating look at how Congress operates both behind the scenes and on the
campaign trail. Combining decades of scholarship and insight into American politics, Professor Baker will
explore not only how laws are made, but also the personalities, procedures, pressures, and political realities
that shape Congress today.

« Congress fromthe Inside: This first lecture examines the inner workings of Capitol Hill— including
congressional procedures, leadership dynamics, committee systems, negotiations, and the
personalities that influence policymaking,.

« The Skirmish That Gave Us the Constitution: The Historical Importance of Shay’s Rebellion.
Together, these sessions provide a deeper understanding of one of America’s mostimportant and often
misunderstood institutions. (course code NBM25)

Instructor: Ross Baker

Power and Persuasion: Leaders Who Shaped History

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Sept. 29 (4 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Member: $40 / Non-Member: $60

Students will take a deep dive into the "why" of some historical events, e.g., the PR skills of Ramses II; the
weapons and diplomacy used by Alexander the Great; the political savagery, cunning and murderous ways of
Queen Cleopatra; the tactics and military prowess of Shaka Zulu. (course code NBM27)

Instructor: Charlie Smith
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New York City History Part 1: 1621-1776

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Oct. 6 (5 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

A small almost insignificant Dutch trading colony (New Amsterdam) and an even smaller Swedish settlement,
(New Sweden) set upon the edge of a vast wilderness of forests, rivers, tribes of indigenous natives. How could
this somehow grow to become a center of global business & commerce. In this class we will explore the world of
the 17th century, it’s Kings, it’s colonizers, it’s governors and the cast of natives and settler characters who lived,
worked, struggled and fought over a tiny spit of land at the very tip of an obscure little island that the natives
called Manhatta that in time would become New York City. (course code RM26)

Instructor: Bruce Tucker

‘Whether you take Bruce Tucker’s class or you’re just curious about the
city’s revolutionary past, join us for a day in 1776 New York...



A Reading of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

The class will be a line-by-line reading of the play along with a running discussion and commentary about its
impact, meaning, and history. | promise it will NOT be a dry, academic presentation. The play is all about
passion -- the passion of impetuous young lovers pitted against the passions fueling a deadly feud so old, no one
remembers how it began. This play asks whether love is greater than hate, and what can end a cycle of revenge.
Please have a copy of the play at the first meeting; any edition will do (Folger, Signet, Arden, etc.) as long as it
is Shakespeare's text and not a "modern translation." (course code RM27)

Instructor: Janet Smuga

Meet new instructor Janet Smuga

Janet has generously agreed to step in for Allen Ascher while he takes a temporary leave from teaching.
Allen selected Janet as his substitute, based in part on recommendations from long-time students. We
are delighted to welcome Janet and we look forward to seeing Allen back when he’s ready.

Janet is a retired English teacher and for years she has chaired the ESU Shakespeare Competition for high
school students at the Monmouth County Branch. She is the author of Damaged: After the Coma, After the
Headlines, the Story of a Family.

The OLLI-RU Players
Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks)
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Location: in-person in New Brunswick
Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Esteemed theater instructor, performer and director Susan Speidel, is
leading this NEW highly participatory and creative class specifically

designed for those who have taken a previous OLLI-RU acting or

improv class or have prior theatrical performance experience.

Using atechnique called "Devised Theatre," the class will collaborate

on an original theatrical work, based on existing scenes, monologues,

poems, and narratives, as well as original writings drawn from their

own life experiences. (course code NBT28)
The class will culminate in a LIVE PERFORMANCE to be shared
with friends and family.
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TUESDAY [Early Afternoon

Acting and Improv for Everyone

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This energetic course introduces participants to basic acting and improvisation techniques in awelcoming and
supportive environment. You'll channel your creativity, boost your confidence, and foster social connections
through theatre games and exercises. No memorization is required, and no prior acting experience is needed -
just a desire to explore and have fun! (course code NBT29)

Instructor: Susan Speidel

Art Through the Ages Part 2

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This is your chance to hear about the various movements in art history and actually become a part of them. Each
week you will learn about a period in art history. Then you will have the opportunity to create a piece of your own
inthe style of that period. Part One went from cave art through Greek pottery, the renaissance, impressionism.
Part Two will continue the journey into Cubism, Abstract Expressionism, Pop Art and more. Come experience art
from the artist's point of view. (course code RT30)

Instructor: Jeff Cohen

Films from Six Countries on Four Continents

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov. 10 (10 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This course will explore ten films that examine family, friendship, rebellion, deception, forgiveness, healing, and
personal change. The films raise questions about how people respond to conflict, hardship, estrangement,
danger, and the consequences of their choices. All ten films are available on Netflix. As per the schedule the
weekly film must be viewed prior to the class discussion. The films will be discussed in the following order: East
of Wall (2025- U.S.), The Giant Falls (2026-Argentina), Side Effects (2023- U.S.), Montana Story (2021-U.S.),
Lies We Tell (2023-Ireland), A Private War (2018-U.S./U.K.), Homebound (2025-India), 20th Century Women
(2016- U.S.), Leave the World Behind (2023-U.S.), A Letter to My Youth (2026-Indonesia). (course code RT31)

Instructors: Roz and Steve Shaw



Finding the Theme of Your Memoir

Tuesdays, Sept. 29 — Oct. 27 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

During this 5-week course, students will dig into their own writing and works of other writers to find the theme(s)
of their lives and those of other published writers. To write a publishable memoir, it helps to have a thematic
hook for readers to identify with. One of the purposes and rewards of writing memoir is reflection. These
thematic reflections are often the “spine” of your work. Online examples will be assigned along with writing
prompts. (course code RV32)

Instructor: Deborah Greenhut

Five Short Stories: Horror in the Heartland by Shirley Jackson

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Oct. 6 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Have you ever doubted yourself? Have you ever thought that your decision wasn’t
quite the best one? Yeah, Shirley Jackson knows you. As the days get shorter and the
nights get chillier, let’s read some new stories together that show us the “dark
fiction” centered on America’s ambiguous fear of the unknown and the horror that
may happen when you break the rules. We will read Jackson’s “The Lottery;”
“Louisa, Please Come Home;” “The Possibility of Evil;” The Daemon Lover;” and the
story that Stephen King called “the scariest story ever written,” “The Summer
People.” Make good choices, people. We will also create some original art based on
what we’ve read. (course code RV33)

Instructor: Maureen McVeigh-Berzok

Jazz Giants and Rising Stars

Tuesdays, Oct. 13 = Nov.10 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Four of the five classes will be on Jazz Giants, describing their lives and music. Afifth class will inform students
about young rising stars who will become tomorrow's Jazz Giants. The four Jazz Giants featured this fall will be:
vibraphonist Lionel Hampton, trumpeter Clark Terry, vocalist Betty Carter, and tenor saxophonist Jimmy Heath.
This class combines lecture and video as we will watch/listen to select performances for each giant together.
Whenever possible, classes will also include special guests. Previous guests have included pianist/vocalist

Champian Fulton, guitarist/vocalist John Pizzarelli, tenor saxophonist Jerry Weldon, and bassist Todd Coolman.
(course code RV34)
Instructor: Sanford Josephson
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Masterworks of World Cinema

Tuesdays, Sept. 8 — Nov.10 (10 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This course presents ten international films from eight different countries. Each filmis seen and discussed in
terms of its director, style, form, and unique technical language. The films selected provisionally are: Passage to
India (Lean/UK), Lacombe Lucien (Malle/France), Manthan (Benegal/India), Vicky Cristina Barcelona
(Allen/USA), Cries and Whispers (Bergman/Sweden), Killing of a Chinese Bookie (Cassavetes/USA), The
Ballad of Narayama (Imamura/Japan), Death of a Cyclist (Bardem/Spain), Portrait of a Lady on Fire
(Sciamma/France), Gospel According to Matthew (Pasolini/Italy). One of the films is over 2.5 hours long. The
final list will be distributed in the first class. (course code NBT35)

Instructor: Dr. Keki Dadachaniji

TUESDAY [Late Afternoon

Cognitive Biases - How We Make Errors of Judgment in Our Daily Lives

Tuesdays, Oct. 13 = Nov.10 (5 weeks) Location: Online
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Humans are not rational beings. Our decision-making is subject to cognitive biases that distort our decision-
making and convince us that we’re right. This course will explore recent research to explain how individuals
make errors in judgment and decision-making, and how these decisions collectively drive political, economic,
and business systems. By understanding how these biases distort our own world views, we will understand
how they impact world views of others. Topics will include expectation bias, confirmation bias, the Dunning-
Kruger effect, selection bias, and survivorship bias. We will draw on fields as diverse as behavioral economics,
statistics, and group dynamics, and we will generate data from our own self-assessments to apply these
theories to our daily lives. Students will complete 10 minutes of pre-work before each class. (course code RV36)
Instructor: Jamie Mullen

Meet new instructor Jamie Mullen

Jamie Mullen is a retired psychiatrist who trained and taught at the University of Pennsylvania and the
University of Pittsburgh. He conducted international clinical trials in psychiatry and neurodegeneration.
He has taught courses in cognitive biases and eugenics at OLLI-Temple.



WEDNESDAY Morning

Charles Dickens and his novel Great Expectations

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Nov. 11 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Charles Dickens, known as the giant of Victorian literature, has left behind an enduring legacy. More than a
hundred and fifty years after his death not only his work but his personality too is the subject of much discussion
and debate. In this class we will talk about Dickens the writer and the man, and how the circumstances of his life
shaped his literary output. We will then move on to a detailed analysis of Great Expectations, considered his

most mature work, a coming-of-age novel with unforgettable characters and heart wrenching plot twists. (course
code RT37)
Instructor: Vandana Walia

Contemporary Moral Issues |

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Nov. 11 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This is a course in applied or practical ethics: bringing ethical principles to bear on real-world problems. We’ll
examine and discuss contemporary moral issues that revolve around the morality of the taking of human life:
war, terrorism, torture, suicide, self-defense, capital punishment, and euthanasia. We’ll consider abortion and
whether it constitutes the taking of human life since it raises difficult scientific and philosophical questions
about when human life begins and what it means to be a person. Readings will be provided. Unfamiliar language
and terminology will be clearly defined, questions are always welcomed, and students are encouraged to
engage in discussion. (course code RT38)

Instructor: Alison Brown

Haunted Jukebox: A Crash Course in Halloween Music

Wednesdays, Oct. 21 — Oct. 28 (2 weeks) Location: Online
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

In honor of the spookiest time of year, we’ll creepy crawl our way through classical, jazz, doo wop, and rock
tracks about ghosts, ghouls, creatures, zombies, and all the rest of the creepy crew. Some songs are ominous,
some are hip, some just plain silly! No preparation is needed- just come ready to listen and enjoy! Each session

features a multimedia presentation with music, photos, and lyrics followed by an engaging group discussion.
(course code RM39)
Instructor: Paul Howe
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Lincoln At Gettysburg

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Oct. 7 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

We will explore the circumstances surrounding the background, development and ultimate delivery of the most
famous 272 words in the annals of American letters- the Gettysburg Address. Why are these words so famous,
such that generations of school children should be asked to committhem to memory? Why do they touch us so
deeply, even now? How did Abraham Lincoln, in the midst of an existential war, manage to speak for all time on
the meaning and purpose of the American experiment in self-government? How did Lincoln's "few appropriate
remarks" at the dedication of the first national soldier's cemetery fundamentally and forever change our

common understanding of who we are as a country? And what are the implications for us today? (course code
NBVA40)

Instructor: Jeffrey Ullman

Monsters and the Supernatural in Literature

Wednesdays*, Sept. 9-Nov.18 (10 wks; *no class 10/21) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This course will explore the monster in literature and the role of the supernatural. Who is a monster and what

does he say what we are as people? What is the role of the supernatural and how does itimpact on our sense of

reality? What s the relationship that monsters and ghosts share with our daily lives? The readings for the course

are Frankenstein by Mary Shelley; Dracula by Bram Stoker; Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert

Louis Stevenson; The Turn of the Screw by Henry James; and Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier. (course code NBT41)
Instructor: George Schroepfer

Oil Pastel and Colored Pencil Art

Wednesdays, Sept. 9-Nov.18(10 wks; no class 10/21)  Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Create vibrant art pieces, using the unique depth and richness of oil pastel colors in combination with the
luminosity and intricacy of colored pencils. The participants will be provided with a pre-sketched paper to focus
on learning the tools and techniques of working with oil pastel and colored pencils and will add their own touch
and creativity to the art pieces! Step-by-step guidance and personalized attention will be provided to each
participant during the sessions.

Required Supplies: white mixed media paper (preferred size 7"x10"); oil pastel color set (preferably "Pentel of America"
oil pastels); colored pencil set (preferably "Prismacolor" colored pencils); Q-tips; art/masking tape; paper towel; pencil,

eraser, sharpener, ruler. Fulllist of supplies and the suggested purchase links will be emailed to the registered participants.
(course code NBT42)

Instructor: Komal Mehra



WEDNESDAY | Early Afternoon

Energy Through the Ages: From Fire to Fusion

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Sept. 30 (4 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Member: $40 / Non-Member: $60

This four-session course will explore the history of human power generation, beginning with the earliest use of
fire for heat and moving through major developments in how people have produced energy over time. Along the
way, we will consider the benefits and adverse side effects of different types of power. The course will conclude
with a discussion of recent advances in fusion technology and its possible role as an energy source for the
future. (course code NBM43) Instructor: Brian Berenbach

Meet new instructor Brian Berenbach

Brian Berenbach retired from Siemens after 40+ years as a systems and software engineer. After retiring,
he taught at Georgia Tech then joined faculty at Rowan University teaching graduate computer science
courses. He has published widely on software and systems engineering, including a textbook Software
and Systems Requirements Engineering: In Practice. Brian has 5 software patents.

Five Short Stories: There's More Poe to Go

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Oct.7 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Is your heartthumping? Are your rats scurrying? Have you finished that last bottle of Amontillado? It's time to
re-engage with America's horror hero Edgar Allen Poe in five more stories that capture the imagination and
linger, perhaps just a little too long. Let's read "The Fall of the House of Usher," "The Black Cat," "The Imp of the
Perverse" (with an excerpt from Herman Melville's "Moby Dick,") "Ligeia," and "The Man Who Collected Poe" by

Robert Bloch, author of Psycho. Students are also invited to create some original art based on our reading.
(course code NBV44)
Instructor: Maureen McVeigh-Berzok

The Fractured Family: Estrangement in Literary Short Fiction

Wednesdays, Oct.14 — Nov.11 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

In short stories, as in life, we often meet people who feel painfully distant from a family member. The bond is
frayed or broken entirely. The cause may be decades old or even unknown; the sibling, or parent, or spouse may
be long gone or living in the next room. Very often these estrangements are marked by the character’s inability to
get past the injury or let go of the hope that a connection might be restored. We’ll read and discuss five stories—
including some by Tobias Wolff, Raymond Carver, and Colm Toibin—that feature estranged family members,
the choices left to them, and why they make them. PDFs will be provided. (course code RV45)

Instructor: Mary Ann McGuigan
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Naval Battles that Impacted World History

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Oct. 7 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Naval warfare has been impacting world events since ancient times. In this class we will examine five major sea
battles that helped determine the fate of empires, established new ones and or re-shaped the politics and the
maps of both the ancient and modern world across the seven seas. We begin with Salamis in 480 BCE, then
Lepanto in 1571, the Virginia Capes of 1781, Manila and Santiago Bay in 1898 and finally the Tsushima Straits in
1905. (course code RV46)

Instructor: Bruce Tucker

New York City History Part 2: 1783 to 1900

Wednesdays, Oct. 14 — Nov.11 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

After the British were defeated and departed New York City in 1783, the city soon became the capital of the new
nation, holding that title before the government moved to Philadelphia. New York’s charming narrow dutch
lanes at the tip of the island city soon became crowded with new waves of German and Irish immigrants that
arrived at the South Street docks every day. A new street grid was proposed in 1811 to help the city grow.
Between 1800 and 1860 the city would experience: rival party politics and corruption, the gangs of New York,
extreme poverty, poor sanitation, rampant crime, disease, poor transportation, and ultimately a civilwar. In this
class we will explore New York City’s tumultuous history in the 19th century. (course code RV47)

Instructor: Bruce Tucker

Sharp Pens, Strong Voices: Six Singer-Songwriters

Wednesdays, Sept. 9 — Oct.14 (6 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Member: $60 / Non-Member: $90

Each week we will discuss the career of a singer-songwriter in music. The artists examined will be John Prine,

Ray Davies, Richard Thompson, Roseanne Cash, Kirsty MacColl, and Marshall Crenshaw. These artists are all

literate, character-driven songwriters who work around the edges of rock, folk, country, pop, new wave, power

pop, and Americana rather than fitting neatly into one lane. No preparation for attendees will be necessary.

Presentation with music, photos, lyrics, etc. will be followed by group discussion. (course code RM48)
Instructor: Paul Howe



World War |

Wednesdays*, Oct.14—-Nov.18 (5 wks-*no class 10/21) Location: Hybrid: join in-person or online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

It began with a single shot. By the time it ended, millions had been killed. In between, everything had changed.
We know so little about and often overlook this horrendous tragedy. Together we will read, discuss and learn
from selected writings, films and other sources to understand how the First World War of over 100 years ago

continues to shape our world today. (course code HYV49)
Instructor: Steve Yacik
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THURSDAY [Morning

Constantine the Great: Was He the Greatest Roman Emperor?

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Sept. 17 (2 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

Constantine the Great is considered to be one of the greatest Emperors of Rome —but was he? Rome was never
the same after his rule. He moved the Capital from Rome to Constantinople, which became the foundation of
Byzantium. He achieved many military victories over barbarian tribes that threatened the Empire. He ended the
persecution of Christians and allowed them to worship freely. His laws favoring Christianity laid the foundation
for the Holy Roman Empire, which ruled over Western Europe for centuries. Let’s discuss Constantine and his
place in Roman history. (course code RM50)

Instructor: Barbara Griffin

The Great Movie Detectives of the 1930s and 1940s

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Nov. 12 (10 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Step into the shadowy world of classic Hollywood crime cinema in this engaging course exploring the origins and
evolution of the film detective. Focusing on the 1930s and 1940s—the formative years of film noir and detective
storytelling on film—this course examines the iconic sleuths, gripping narratives, and stylistic innovations that
define the genre. We will encounter legendary figures such as Sam Spade, Sherlock Holmes, Charlie Chan, Nick
and Nora Charles, Philo Vance, Hildegarde Withers and Philip Marlowe. Through selected film screenings and
discussion, the course highlights how these characters reflect the social tensions, moral ambiguity, and
changing cultural landscape of pre- and post-war America. Special attention is given to Film Noir style, including
moody cinematography, urban settings, and complex protagonists. The tentative list of movies, subjectto
change, is: The Thin Man, The Saintin NY, Think Fast Mr. Moto, The Penguin Pool Murders, Sherlock
Holmes in the Scarlet Claw, Charlie Chan in Paris/ Charlie Chan on Treasure Island, The Maltese Falcon,
Laura, Murder My Sweet, the Blue Dahlia, and others. (course code NBT51)

Instructor: Jerry Wichinsky



Laughter, Leaks and Left Ventricles: The Curious Case of the Human Heart

Thursdays, Sept. 17 — Oct. 15 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Join me to learn, question, share information and some laughs as we explore the Cardiovascular System. Learn
about the heart’s size, shape, location, why the heart cannot repair itself and if laughter is good medicine.
Understand how heart valves work, about valve replacement surgery, and heart murmurs. Come to understand
those two blood pressure numbers, effects of high blood pressure, and drugs such as diuretics to treat itand
what an EKG measures. Find out about coronary arteries, coronary heart disease, plaque in the arteries and
heart attacks. Learn about our natural and a replacement pacemaker, and abnormal heart rhythms such as
AFib ablation and much more. (course code NBV52) Instructor: Barbara Bogner

Stars and History of the Movie Musical Part 3

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Oct. 8 (5 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Focusing on film musicals from 1990 to the present, we will show clips as we explore key trends of modern film
musicals. Adaptation from Broadway musicals such as Les Miz and Wicked dominate the box office, as well as
musicals promoting stars and non-traditional singers. Another trend is sourcing non musical films, such as
Hairspray and Mean Girls into Broadway musicals, and then turning them into film musicals. New musicals
may incorporate contemporary music such as pop and hip hop. Bio-musicals such as Judy and Elvis are also
popular. Plus, Disney animated and live action movies never go out of style. If you’re interested in modern film
musicals, join us as we appreciate this great American art form. (course code RV53)

Instructors: Sam & Candy Caponegro
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Understanding the U.S. Constitution

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Nov. 12 (10 weeks) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This course will be similar to a previous course of the same name which Lou gave a few years ago. We will learn
about the political and intellectual life of Great Britain and its American colonies in the late 18th Century. Time
will be spent on the writing and ratification of the Constitution before we go through each Article and the
amendments and discuss how the Supreme Court has interpreted them. By the end of the course you should
be well-equipped to understand many of the important issues that come before the Court which affect our
democracy and our individual rights. [t would be useful to obtain a copy of the U.S. Constitution, butas we
consider sections, they will be displayed on your screen. Readings of selected cases will be suggested before
each class, although the reading is optional. The cases are easily accessible online. (course code RT54)
Instructor: Lou Ruprecht

Watercolor Art

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Nov. 12 (10 weeks) Location: In-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

For beginners and semi-beginners alike, we will create art together while learning and practicing the basic
techniques of watercolor art. | will provide step-by-step guidance and personalized attention to help you create
beautiful paintings during class and help you develop skills so you can feel comfortable painting on your own.
Each student will receive a pre-sketched watercolor paper, so you can focus on painting and learning the
watercolor techniques. Students can add their own touch and creativity to the painting! This course is available
to beginners as well as those who have taken this course previously. Students will be given personal attention
and will be guided based on their skill level.

Required Supplies: White watercolor paper (preferred sizes: 9"x12" and 7" x 10"); watercolor paint set; paint brushes: 1
flat brush, 1 round brush and 1 thin brush (for details); paper towels; cup for water; masking/art tape; pencil, eraser,

sharpener and ruler. Full list of supplies and the suggested purchase links will be emailed to the registered participants.
(course code NBT55)

Instructor: Komal Mehra

TELL A FRIEND!

Most people discover our hidden gem through a friend or neighbor. If
you’ve enjoyed your experience with OLLI-RU, we hope you’ll share it
and help others discover what makes our community so special.

If you need extra catalogs or any materials, please contact us at

olliregistrations@docs.rutgers.edu.
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THURSDAY Early Afternoon

The Art and History of Meaningful Conversations & Irresistible Storytelling

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Sept. 17 (2 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

Learn the simple but not simplistic ingredients of a great conversation and memorable storytelling, from famous
and historical figures to the Ted Talkers among us. Having meaningful conversations is easier than you may think
when following a basic recipe and it has little to do with small talk or an outgoing personality. By the end of this
two-session course, you'll be able to better engage listeners, relate a story to a situation, or even pitchinan

elevator. (course code NBM56)
Instructor: Annette DeCicco

Everything is Tuberculosis:
A Deeper Dive into the Science, Medicine, and Places TB Shaped

Thursdays, Oct. 8 = Nov. 5 (5 weeks) Location: Online
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Did you know that tuberculosis still kills over a million people ayear - and in most cases it's treatable and
curable? Based on John Green's #1 New York Times bestseller, Everything is Tuberculosis, this course takes a
deeper dive into the science, medicine, and history behind one of the world's deadliest infectious diseases.
Each session pairs a short didactic talk with lively group discussion. We'll also take a virtual road trip to American
towns shaped by the sanatorium era. Students will need to purchase or borrow a copy of the book prior to the
first class. (course code RV57) Instructor: Jeanie Menz

Meet new instructor Jeanie Menz

Jeanie Menz is a Pharm.D. with over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry, where she was
known for creating training programs that made complex science both accessible and engaging. She is excited

to bring that same creativity and energy to OLLI-RU.
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Exploring Season Two of Rod Serling’s Night Gallery

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Oct. 8 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

Rod Serling’s anthology series Night Gallery marked a return to form from the creator of The Twilight Zone. Each
episode is introduced by Mr. Serling and includes actors we’ve grown up watching like Vincent Price, David
McCallum, and Sandra Dee. All these episodes have been restored and have no commercials. After watching

each episode we can decide if Night Gallery stands the test of time like other classic TV shows. (course code
NBV58)

Instructor: Larry Stanley

Short Films: Selected Gems

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Nov. 12 (10 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Short films are an art form that can pack a powerful punch in 25 minutes or less - often more than full-length

movies. We will watch a curated list of 19 highly acclaimed streaming, live-action films from around the

world. Each film will be followed by a discussion on its impact, rating, characters, relationships, core

themes, their relevance in today’s society, resonance with our experiences, cinematic choices,

international reception, and awards. No prior knowledge, expertise, or homework is expected —only a

willingness to collectively explore, enjoy, and share comments and opinions. (course code NBM59)
Instructor: Deepak Hegde

THURSDAY [Late Afternoon

Yoga Sutras of Patanjali- Semester 2

Thursdays, Sept. 10 — Nov. 12 (10 weeks) Location: Online
3:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

This is the second and final semester of Yoga Sdtras of Patanjali, started in the Spring of 2026. The Bhagavad Gita
says that there are four ways to approach the spiritual goal of life. We choose the path based on our natural
inclinations. Raja Yoga, the path of “Meditation and Allied Disciplines” has received much attention lately as
people struggle with stress, anxiety, lack of purpose, and unavoidable setbacks of life. The primary manual of
“Meditation and Allied Disciplines” is The Yoga Sutras of Patanjali. The second semester will focus on practice,
and may be beneficial even to students who did not attend the first semester. If time remains, we will read and
discuss selections from the Upanisads. (course code RT60)

Instructor: Keki Dadachaniji



FRIDAY Morning

Acrylic Art

Fridays, Sept. 11 — Nov. 13 (10 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $100 / Non-Member: $150

Learn the basic techniques of acrylic art and create an aesthetic painting on canvas. Students will learn about
blending acrylic colors, applying brush techniques and creating a lovely artwork while having a relaxing
experience. Each student receives step-by-step guidance and personalized attention. Students will have a
reference painting (created by the instructor) to refer to during this class; to which they can add their own
creative touch as well.
Supplies needed: White stretched and primed canvas (preferred sizes: 11"x 14" or 12"x 16"); acrylic paint set (preferably
Apple Barrel bottled paint set); acrylic paint brushes (preferably Artecho set with a variety of flat, round and thin brushes);
paint palette tray or disposable plate (for mixing and blending colors); masking/art tape; cup for water; paper towels; pencil,
eraser, ruler and sharpener; table top easel stand (optional). Full list of supplies and the suggested purchase links will be
emailed to the registered students. (course code NBT61)

Instructor: Komal Mehra

Christmas Music Through the Ages

Fridays, Nov.6 — Nov. 13 (2 weeks) Location: Online
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $25 / Non-Member: $38

How did holiday-themed tunes get from medieval carols to pop hits? This lively course traces the evolution of
holiday music across the centuries. We’ll sample everything from folk tunes and classical works to Tin Pan Alley
standouts (and flops), plus a few R&B and rock obscurities. With music, images, and lyrics to guide us, we’ll
listen, learn, and share perspectives in an engaging group discussion. No homework—just come ready to enjoy.
(course code RM62)

Instructor: PaulHowe

The Explosives Industry in New Jersey: From Powder Towns to WW |

Fridays, Sept. 18 — Oct. 16 (5 weeks) Location: in-person in New Brunswick
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $50 / Non-Member: $75

The explosives industry in New Jersey began in the late 19th century when a handful of entrepreneurs built an
industry and a "powder town" near the Raritan River with the help of afew eccentrics including a crook or two,
and former New Jersey resident sharp-shooter Annie Oakley. Decades later during WW |, the New Jersey
explosives industry had expanded to other sites in the state and had grown so large it was able to supply half of
the explosives used by all the Allies. Although their story is largely forgotten, thousands of brave New Jersey men,
women and teenage girls made millions of tons of explosives and loaded them into shells destined for the
battlefields of Europe and over a hundred of them lost their lives in terrible explosions. (course code NBV63)
Instructor: Andrea Dragon
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Hot Topics: A Moderated Discussion on Public Policy and Politics

Fridays*, Sept. 25 — Nov. 6 (6 wks-*no class 10/16) Location: Online
10:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $60 / Non-Member: $90

The purpose of this course is to discuss policy issues, explore root causes and “logical” approaches, attempting
to explore an issue from both political viewpoints. The focus will be more issue-oriented, although some politics
will be included. Our discussions will strive to go deeper into the issues/policies than what mainstream media
and emotion-rousing news outlets cover. Class participants will have minimal prep work —just bring your
opinions/perspectives on the issues of the day. A list of topics to be discussed will be emailed a day before
class. We will occasionally use a segment from a policy discussion program for class material (e.g., CNN’s
Fareed Zakaria, Michael Smerconish; Chris Cuomo; NPR and WNYC), or an article from a national media
newspaper (e.g., New York Times, the Wall Street Journal). Topics will include: how the current administration is
doing; pros and cons of previous administrations; healthcare; the economy; climate change; energy policy;
societal needs; midterm elections; foreign affairs; term limits; pros and cons from political extremes; and more!
(course code RM64)

Instructor: Jeffrey Davis

The Truth About Film Noir

Fridays, Sept. 18 — Oct. 30 (7 weeks) Location: Online
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Member: $70 / Non-Member: $105

It's more than just American movies of the 1940s-1950s - move over, Maltese Falcon (1941)! Your cherished
reputation as possibly the first film of this style is a myth. Not only can Film Noir's history be traced to the 1920s,
its origins reach well beyond America's borders, all the way to Europe! Join us as we discover earlier American
films of the 1930s, as well as those from England and Germany. We will examine how these directors use
camera work, lighting, editing, sound and other cinematic techniques to create the early foundations for this
ever-popular style of film. The tentatively scheduled titles are: 9/18: M; 9/25: Fury; 10/2:  am a Fugitive from a
Chain Gang; 10/9: The 39 Steps; 10/16: Sabotage; 10/23: Gaslight; 10/30: Stranger on the Third Floor.

Films are viewed before each class discussion date, but after the corresponding reading in our online Course
Curriculum. You may consult Justwatch.com for viewing platforms, as well as on Archive.org, the Internet
Archive site. (course code RM65)

Instructor: Sally Bauer Cohen



INSTRUCTOR BIOS

Ross Baker (pg.21) is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Political Science. He received his doctorate from the
University of Pennsylvania. Professor Baker was an Associate at the Brookings Institution and served on the staffs of
5 U.S. senators and as a staff member of the House Rules Committee. He is a member of the Board of Contributors
of USA Today.

Brian Berenbach (pg.29) retired from Siemens in 2013 after working for over 40 years as a systems and software engineer.
After retiring, he joined Georgia Tech where he was a part-time lecturer, retiring from Georgia Tech in 2023. He then joined
the faculty of Rowan University, where he taught graduate computer science courses. Brian is an ACM Distinguished
Engineer, an INCOSE ESEP, and an IEEE Senior Life Member. He has published widely on software and systems
engineering, including a textbook Software and Systems Requirements Engineering: In Practice published by McGraw-Hill,
and has 5 software patents.

Barbara Bogner (pg.33) taught Human Anatomy & Physiology courses full time for 30 years at the college level. She holds
degrees from the State University of New York at Stony Brook and Villanova University and has been teaching classes for
the Rutgers OLLI-RU program for nine years and still loves doing it!

Maureen D. Brady (pgs.13,18) holds an MA in Irish and Irish-American Studies from New York University, including
coursework and research at Trinity College Dublin. Her courses cover topics in Irish history, literature and culture. She is
honored to be a recipient of OLLI-RU’s Marlene M. Pomper Distinguished Teacher Award.

Alison Brown (pg.27) taught philosophy at Union County College for 25 years. She loves both teaching and philosophy
and is interested in making philosophy’s value, methods, and areas of focus accessible and translatable to our everyday
lives. She is honored to be the recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Teaching Award.

Kevin Buck (pg.13) is the author of Looking for Miss Crabtree. He is fascinated by TV/movie history and loves to pay tribute
to those actors/characters that shaped the baby boom generation and beyond.

Sam and Candy Caponegro (pg 33) are passionate about American musicals. They met in a musical and have acted, co-
directed, and taught theater courses for over 40 years. Their base is OLLI-Rutgers, but they have lectured on Princess
Cruise Lines, at libraries, senior centers, and universities throughout the United States. Their motto: If music be the food of
life, let's gorge ourselves!

Jeff Cohen (pgs.15,18,20,24) is an award-winning painter and sculptor. He earned a BA in art at Upsala College and
completed graduate work at New York University. Jeff currently serves as a commissioner at the Barron Arts Center in
Woodbridge, NJ. He is a recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Award for teaching excellence.

Sally Bauer Cohen (pg.38) holds a M.Ed. degree in Media Ecology (NYU) and a Master of Library Science degree
(Rutgers). A successful career teaching English and Film Studies in NYC high schools culminated in her 2009 retirement.
She has enjoyed creating exciting film courses and developing the cinema literacy of her dedicated students at OLLI-RU
since 2011.

Keki Dadachanji (pg. 26, 36) Dr. Keki Dadachanji has a Doctorate in Operations research from Case Western Reserve
University. He was a senior manager in American corporations for 30 years. Subsequently he was a part-time lecturer at
Rutgers University and a teacher of mathematics and computer science at Parsippany High School. Dr. Dadachanji is a
certified Yoga teacher and his interests span religion, philosophy, yoga, literature, mathematics, and international cinema.
Dr. Dadachaniji is a recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Award for excellence in teaching.

Jeffrey Davis (pg.38) worked in the information technology arena and has always nurtured his long-held interest in public
policy issues. He enjoys leading a variety of policy discussion groups. In recent years, Jeffrey has attended lectures/watched
programs sponsored by the PBS Newshour, Michael Smerconish and Fareed Zakaria’s GPS on CNN, the Eagleton Institute
of Politics, the Brennan Center for Justice, NoLabels as well as other sources.

Annette DeCicco (pg.35) holds an MA in Education from Seton Hall University and a NJ real estate broker’s license. She
was an instructor at Essex County College before pursuing a 40-year career in real estate as an agent, then managing
broker of several real estate offices. Along with teaching at Fairleigh Dickenson's Florham Institute for Lifelong Learning,
she is director of growth and development at a Berkshire Hathaway real estate brokerage. She is also a contributing writer
for a national real estate publication, Inman News.

Andrea Dragon (pg.37) retired after teaching for thirty years in colleges in New Jersey and Minnesota. She enjoys
researching and writing about New Jersey's industrial history.
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Ken Drake (pg.14) Ken is a 1992 graduate in Political Science from TCNJ. He has been a Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade
volunteer pilot since 2011, directing a team of 100 balloon handlers and assistants in flying balloons such as Ronald
McDonald, Bluey and Snoopy down the parade route. He coaches and mentors up and coming volunteers for the Flight
Management Teams, teaching balloon piloting skills and techniques.

Deborah Greenhut (pg.12,25) is an award-winning author of a novel, plays, and poetry. A Rutgers GSNB Alumna, Dr.
Greenhut directed the Douglass/Cook Writing Center. Following her time as an Assistant Professor of Literacy Education
at NJCU, she served as Associate Dean for Humanities and Social Sciences at Hudson County Community College. Her
first novel The Hoarder’s Wife debuted from Woodhall Press in April 2022, followed by a framework for family caregivers,
The Rational Caregiver (Amazon 2024).

Barbara Griffin (pg.32) is a retired, highly experienced educator who taught at both the high school and college level for
40 years, where she shared her love of the history, literature and language of Ancient Rome. She holds a B.A. in Latin and
an M.A. in history.

Deepak Hegde (pg.36) is a retired management consultant and a former executive in the information technology industry
in India, the Middle East, and the USA. He speaks several languages and has traveled extensively for work and pleasure
across the world. He loves international films, documentaries, and podcasts. He shares his creative pursuits on social
media and is in touch with people around the world every day. He is a BS, MBA, and PMP (Retired).

Rob Herber (pg.14) is an energetic advertising person who has a B.S. in Chemistry, an M.B.A. in Pharmaceutical
Management, and over 20 years of having a seat at the table with marketing teams at some of the world's largest pharma
companies. He is a 25-year member of the Sandy Hook Bay Catamaran Club and earned a certificate of sailing at the
Annapolis Sailing School. As a veteran of delivering workshops that make complex topics joyful, his course materials are
dynamic and engaging. From May to October, you can find him sailing his Hobie Catamaran.

Paul Howe (pg.27,30,37) taught college writing and English courses from 1980-88 and English and Film Appreciation for
high school from 1988-2019. During that time, he has also taught continuing education classes at various locations. His
classes have included poetry, music and culture, and film.

Sanford Josephson (pg.25) is editor of Jersey Jazz Magazine and author of two books: Jazz Notes: Interviews Across the
Generations (Praeger/ABC-Clio: 2009) and Jeru's Journey: The Life and Music of Gerry Mulligan (Hal Leonard Books:
2015). His courses combine informed commentary with an enthusiasm for sharing great music.

Jane Lasky-MacPherson (pg.17) has numerous years of experience teaching in her field as she recently retired from a
47-year career teaching English and Cinema Studies. She most recently was an Associate Professor at Middlesex College
in Edison, NJ. Prior to that, she taught full-time at Essex County College in Newark, NJ..

Donna Lisi (pg.19) PharmD, BCPS, BCGP, BCACP, BCPP, BCMTMS, CPAFH, CDP, MPLC, FASCP, FAAPP, is a Clinical
Pharmacist who has worked in the field of Geriatrics since 1985. She holds 5 board certifications in Pharmacy and is both
a Certified Professional in Age-Friendly Healthcare and a Certified Dementia Practitioner. Dr. Lisi has authored numerous
publications on medication safety and artificial intelligence in pharmacy practice.

Ann Ludwig (pg. 12) is a retired transportation planner with over 30 years of experience in environmental design and
public infrastructure. She holds a Master’s in Landscape Architecture and a Bachelor’s in Mathematics and Studio Art
from SUNY. Ann has recently returned to her visual art roots, studying collage and mosaic through lifelong learning
programs. She enjoys helping others explore creative expression in accessible, rewarding ways.

Ed Malberg (pg.16) is a highly regarded veteran instructor and the recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Distinguished
Teaching Award. An adjunct professor at Raritan Valley Community College, Ed is a Rutgers graduate who holds a
master's degree from the University of Kentucky and completed doctoral studies in American history at Northwestern
University.

Mary Ann McGuigan (pg.29) Mary Ann’s short fiction has appeared in The Sun, Massachusetts Review, and many other
journals. Her collection PIECES includes stories named for the Pushcart Prize and Best of the Net. THAT VERY PLACE,
her second collection, was praised by Kirkus as “a literary tour de force.” Mary Ann’s creative nonfiction is published
widely in journals such as Smokelong Quarterly, Brevity, and The Rumpus. Her novel WHERE YOU BELONG was a
finalist for the National Book Award. A graduate of St. Peter’s University, she taught English and later became a financial
editor, mainly for Bloomberg L.P., serving as managing editor of two Bloomberg magazines and later as publisher for
Bloomberg Press.
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Maureen McVeigh-Berzok (pg.25,29) loves words. She has spent 47 years connecting great stories with students on a
Native American reservation in Oklahoma, in tenth grade in a New Jersey high school, as part of a program for teen
runaways in New York, as a K-12 Literacy Supervisor for a school district, and a college professor of English Composition.
Maureen ran a local newspaper for 10 years and represented New Jersey for the National Council of Teachers of English.
Basically, though, she just believes that great writers select the exact right words to tell amazing stories.

Komal Mehra (pgs.28,34,37) is an artist, a crafter and an art instructor, who is passionate about creating life on canvas.
She works with a variety of art mediums like watercolors, oil pastels, acrylics, pencils (pencil sketching), colored pencils,
cords (macramé), thread (embroidery), paper strips (paper quilling), and digital art (graphic designing). She continues to
hone her skills, learn new art techniques and loves to share her passion for art with creative friends around the community.

Jeanie Menz (pg.35) is a Pharm.D. with over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry, where she was known
for creating training programs that made complex science both accessible and engaging. She is excited to bring that same
creativity and energy to OLLI-RU.

Jamie Mullen (pg.26) is a retired psychiatrist who trained and taught at the University of Pennsylvania and the University
of Pittsburgh. He conducted international clinical trials in psychiatry and neurodegeneration. He has taught courses in
cognitive biases and eugenics at OLLI-Temple.

Charlie Pearlman (pg.19) has been studying mythology and various eastern philosophies for many years. He’s always
found that he learns much more from group discussions on these subjects than just reading about them on his own. Charlie
has a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology, has written academic articles on creativity and motivation, and has taught OLLI-RU
courses on the Tao, The Little Prince, The Alchemist, and Joseph Campbell’s The Power of Myth. He also plays fiddle and
guitar.

Shelley Reich (pg.15) has been teaching memoir writing at Bergen Community College’s Institute for Learning in
Retirement (ILR) for several years. A published nonfiction and fiction writer, her professional work includes over 25 years
of health and wellness writing. In her capacity as a writer, she has coached numerous individuals and groups on effective
writing techniques and presentation skills. She has also led reminiscence groups with retired older adults.

Lou Ruprecht (pgs. 17, 34) has been a practicing lawyer for over 60 years and presently is the senior partner of a trial firm
in Westfield, NJ. He was an adjunct law professor for many years and continues to lecture at continuing legal education
meetings. He has tried hundreds of jury cases, civil and criminal, and has argued appeals in every level of state and federal
courts. He is a recipient of the Marlene Pomper Teaching Award.

Stephen Schnetzer (pg.16) is a retired professor in the Rutgers Physics & Astronomy Department. His field of research
was elementary particle physics and he most recently participated in experiments at the Large Hadron Collider near
Geneva, Switzerland. He was the Undergraduate Program Director in the P&A Department from 2015 to 2018 and has
taught courses at all levels: introductory, advanced undergraduate and graduate as well as first-year Byrne Seminars.

George Schroepfer (pg. 28) is a recently retired Assistant Teaching Professor in the Writing Program at Rutgers. He has
taught for many years at OLLI-RU and looks forward to a great semester with the students.

Monica Shah (pg.13) is a professional educator who holds a BS from Penn State, and an EdM from Harvard University
focused on adult development. The author of multiple essays, poems and several books, her background also includes the
performing arts. With extensive experience in teaching a variety of subjects, the common thread that runs through her
diverse experiences and interests is an intrinsic spirit of exploration and discovery and the expertise to support others in
their own learning journeys.

Roz & Steve Shaw (pg. 24) have been teaching film classes at OLLI-RU since 2003. They take pride in finding movies off
the beaten path and have never repeated a movie in 22 years of teaching! They love engaging in interesting discussions
with their students.

Brooks Smith (pg.21) is a Presbyterian pastor with degrees from Wesleyan, University of Chicago, Colgate Rochester
Divinity School and the New School. He has been active in the civil rights, peace and immigrant justice movements. His
current interests focus on philanthropy, spiritual practices that are experientially grounded and justice struggles.

Charlie Smith (pg.21) Charlie is a long-time OLLI-RU instructor, experienced presenter, published author, and history
buff. Prior to retirement, Charlie was an equal employment opportunity professional.

Janet Smuga (pg.23) is a retired English teacher and for years she has chaired the ESU Shakespeare Competition for
high school students at the Monmouth County Branch. She is the author of Damaged: After the Coma, After the
Headlines, the Story of a Family.
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Susan Speidel (pg. 23,24) has directed over 70 professional, community, college, and high school productions and her
performing career span off-Broadway, regional theatre, cabaret, and concerts with the Key West Pops, the Portland and
Seattle Symphonies, and the Orchestra of St. Peter’s by the Sea. She served as the first Director of Education for Paper
Mill Playhouse and currently teaches for the Theatre Conservatory at Kean University. She attended Montclair State, holds
master’s degrees from NYU and Kean, and earned her doctorate at Drew University.

Larry Stanley (pg.36) was a TV director for 32 years and received his BA in Broadcasting at San Francisco State University.
He is a member of the Directors Guild of America.

Maxine Susman (pg.20) holds a Ph.D. in English from Cornell University. She was an Associate Director of the Writing
Program at Rutgers, taught also at Seton Hall U. and Duksung Women's University (Seoul, Korea), and retired as Professor
of English from Caldwell University. She has written eight books of poetry, published her work in dozens of journals, and
gives community readings and workshops. A winner of the Marlene M. Pomper Distinguished Teaching Award, she has
taught at OLLI-RU since 2013.

Bruce Tucker (pgs.20,22,30) holds a B.A. in political science and history and an M.S. degree in information technology
and project management from Stevens Institute of Technology. Bruce has been a member of the Rutgers OLLI-RU faculty
since 2009 and was a recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Distinguished Teacher Award in 2015.

Jeffrey Ullman (pg.28) has been a practicing attorney for 50 years. He taught a course in social justice in the Rutgers
Philosophy Department and is on the adjunct faculty at Seton Hall Law School. He has taught multiple programs in
Continuing Legal Education, principally in the area of legal ethics.

Vandana Walia (pg.27) has a master’s degree in literature and thirty years teaching experience in India. She has been an
instructor at OLLI-RU for more than ten years and is the recipient of the Marlene M. Pomper Distinguished Teacher Award
for Fall 2022.

Hugo Walter (pg.12) has a B.A. from Princeton University, an M.A. from Old Dominion University, and a Ph.D. from Drew
University. He has taught at Drew University, Fairleigh Dickinson University, and Rutgers University. Dr. Walter has
published several books on European and American literature including Devoted to the Truth: Four Brilliant Investigators
(2022) and Emissaries of Justice: Courageous Searchers for Missing Persons (2025).

Jerry Wichinsky (pg.32) is a multifaceted creative artist, educator, and performer whose work spans visual art, cabaret
and film appreciation. Known for his engaging presence, he brings a deep passion for classic cinema to his teaching and
public presentations. As an instructor with OLLI-Rutgers, he has developed and led courses that explore the rich and diverse
history of cinema.

Steve Yacik (pg.31) has a passion for learning about and teaching US history. Now fully retired, he creates and leads tours
through the Historical Society of Princeton and through the University. Yet Steve remains a proud Rutgers graduate with a
BA in English (In other words, he loves a good story).

Carla Zimowsk (pgs.17,18) recently retired from 25 years as technology manager for the History Department at Princeton
University. She has decades of experience incorporating the ever-changing technological landscape in her own
genealogical pursuits. Carla holds a Master's in Information Studies, a certificate in Digital Asset Management from the
Rutgers School of Communication and Information Studies, and she is working towards genealogy certification. She has
been published in the Chicago Genealogist. Carla is the owner of AncestorTech®© LLC, exploring today's technology for
today's genealogy!

Scan the QR code to go directly
to the OLLI-RU website.

42



